CHAPTER XVI
POLAND AND HER NEIGHBOURS
THE gradual decline of Poland, which began with the
extinction of the Jagiellos, was hastened after the death
of John Sobieski by a variety of circumstances. Most
important of these, naturally, were the chaotic con-
stitution of the country, and the undue aggrandisement
of one dass of the community at the expense of the
others. But the growth in importance of the szlacka,
and their gradual usurpation of all functions of the State,
was accompanied by die rise in size and strength of two
neighbouring Powers, whose innate vigour, diplomatic
cunning, and political unscrupulousness were presently to
crush the unfortunate kingdom out of existence.
On the East, Moscow had gathered all the separate
States of Russia together, by force of power or of per-
suasion, and welded them into a great empire, Ivan IE.,
as we have already seen, had extinguished die old Russian
republics of the north, and to the wide territory he left,
his successor Vasili added Novgorod, Siewierski, and
Ryazan. At Vasili's death his territory extended from
Chernigoff to the White Sea and from Livonia to the
river Kama. His successor Ivan IV., Ivan die Terrible,
subdued the Tatars, and successively annexed Kazan and
Astrakhan. He took the tide of Czar, and desired to be
styled " Czar of all the Russias," a tide successfully dis-
puted on behalf of Lithuania by Stephen Batory. By
this time the Russians were all gadiered into two king-
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